Suspected microscopic hepatic arteriovenous fistulae in a young dog.
Portal hypertension can develop from any disorder that obstructs portal blood flow and may cause ascites in young dogs. Anomalous hepatic arteriovenous (AV) connections are rare but should be suspected in any young dog with portal hypertension or ascites. All previous reports of dogs with hepatic AV fistulae have documented macroscopic connections between the arterial and venous systems. Identical clinical signs and histopathologic findings can develop in dogs in which a macroscopic hepatic AV connection cannot be detected. Microscopic AV connections may be responsible for clinical signs in these dogs.